GROWTH OF FEDERALISM	l3i
to speak unto   the   people   of  the  earth   that they   go
forward." J
(B)    Ike Nature of a Federal Government.
We have seen how in the medley of political controver-
sies and the confusion of political convulsions the solution
has been found   in  the   application of the principles of
federalism.   Where political issues have been complicated
by   the    existence    of   multilateral    disputes,      racial,
linguistic, religious, economic, and commercial, federalism
has proved an efficacious panacea which has cured many a
political ill.   Where all other  political devices have proved
abortive federalism has set at  rest all troubles that seemed
to endanger the very existence of society.    And the extent
of the success of the remedy has been in direct proportion to
the number and seriousness of the complications.   Federa-
lism may, therefore, be fitly defined in the language of higher
mathematics, as a complex function of several variables.
And it is for this reason that attempts on the parts of one
country to copy in toto the principles of federalism adopted
by another country have seldom, i£ ever, succeeded.    Poli-
tical societies, like individuals, differ in their temperaments
and environments and by a slight change, to continue the
mathematical metaphor, in the value of one variable the
ultimate value   of  the  whole   function has been found
consistent with the solution desirable.   But it should never
be understood that federalism is the best political device
for all countries and for all times.    What is here contemp-
lated is to indicate the very great extent to which, where
other forms of polity have failed, federalism has come to
the rescue.
Yet the charge brought against federalism is that it is
a weak form of government The critics hold that federa-
lism, from its very nature a compromise between several
$ Ibid. p. 316.

